Elevated levels of complement components C5 and C9 and decreased antitrypsin activity in the serum of patients with X-linked vacuolated myopathy.
We have recently reported a French family presenting with an X-linked vacuolated myopathy. Here we show that levels of complement components C5 and C9 are elevated in the serum of these patients. Moreover, antitrypsin activity is decreased in the serum of the patients. Taken with the deposition of membrane attack complex encountered in muscle tissue, these results emphasize the role of complement in the pathogenesis of this rare muscular disorder.